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I TEHIV.TI ORAL  lOUT.JTY  TRIBUTE  FOR  THE  F-J  EnST 

NO.  1. 

triTU)  STATES  OF  ;jctica  .UP  ORfiBS 
^JIAKI.  S.Jh.0  -«aI3X>  0T5IERS. 

1,  BfRNLTT  LESLIE  T700DBURN  CL.J3I  of  BRISR.NE  in  tho  ST^TE  of  QJJEINSLA11D, 
JJLDIC..L  PRACTITIONER.  '-toke  oath  and  say  as  follows!  - 

I  was  QX.220O6  LV.JOR  B.L.^.  CUHCE,  2/13  A.O.’T.  7  aUST.  DIVISION, 
wl  en  I  bccc-..c  a  prisoner  of  war  in  tho  hands  of  the  Japanese  Forces. 

2,  To  ’.ere  captured  on  the  13th  February,  1942,  two  days  before 
SING.J0RE  foil.  Our  hospital  was  left  alone  until  appoxinatcly  20th 
February,  1942.  series  of  Japanese  cuno  out,  hud  a  rou^h  look  over  the 
hospital  and  tola  us  wo  had  to  be  tiovod  out  to  SHULtNG  &.RRACS  within  five 
days. 

3.  ’.70  had  approximately  ldCO  pationts  on  cur  hands.  Too  thirds  v/ore 
battle  casualties.  no  asked  for  tiuo  to  allow  soae  of  these  seriously 
wounded  non  a  chance  to  recover.  Tho  japunosc  refused.  They  supplied  us 
with/cortuin  amount  of  transport.  &•  ovor-crowdiiio,  the  vehicles  with  men 
and  material,  ever ; body  roceived  transport  to  tho  now  area. 

4.  Or.  arriving  ut  SELXRhNG  v;o  v/ore  C'i7011  c  loiv,  barrack  building;  v/hich 
we  had  to  clean  up.  By  cleaning  up,  I  .noun  wreckage  hod  to  bo  shifted 
whore  shells  and  bombs  hud  exploded.  Tho  space  allotted  to  each  nan  was 

6  ft.  by  3  ft.  with  no  provision  for  pussies  betweenthe  bods  which  were 
jcua'iSd  up  u^jainst  each  other. 

3.  Our  rution  cf  water  v/as  one  quart  per  men  por  da;'  for  ull  purposes. 

Tl-is  nutor  was  infected  and  hud  to  be  sterilized  by  boiling  before  we  could 
drink  it.  Tho  fuel  ration  was  2\  lbs.  of  wood  per  rnn  per  day. 

6,  It  was  extremely  hot  at  tho  time  und  naturally  a  ^reat  deal  of  con- 

tuminated  water  was  drunk  ty  the  nor..  Dysontor;  followed,  I  an  not  quite 
certain  of  the  figures,  but  I  believe  cut  of  12,000  non  i,ot  dysentery 

ir.  the  first  three  months.  m  addition  the  hy^iono  system  had  completely 
hroken  down.  The  Japanese  did  not  £vo  us  any  tools  to  di^  latrines.  This 
helped  the  spread  of  dysonter;  .  It  was  upproximntoly  ten  weeks  before  they 
would  ,_ive  us  any  tools  or  covering  for  the  latrine  pits, 

7.  After  bcin^  in  SHER.J’G  for  two  weeks  we  were  odered  to  move  to 
ROBOTS  amxifs  about  one  and  a  half  1  lies  nv;ay,  the  Japanese  idea  bein^  to 
moke  one  oonbined  hospital  in  a  soparatc  urea,  a  limitod  amount  of  trunspor 
wus  0iven  for  this  second  move,  so  that  roully  only  the  sick  wore  trunsporte 
The  rest  walked,  conditions  in  ROBERTS  R-RFhXJ'S  v/ere  worse  than  in  SELUbds’G 
A  tronendous  amount  of  decide  had  beer,  done  by  bombing  urid  shollinc  we  h 
to  clean  this  area  up  in  the  some  way  a3  we  cleaned  up  SEIJJh-NG.  .  We  rep-ire< 
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various  buildings,  usin;.  a  little  bluffing  to  tet  some  of  the  tilings  we 
wanted.  m  the  meantime  the  Japanese  had  put  us  all  on  the  l,J..».  ration 
which  consisted  mainly  of  rice,  our  nodical  non  pointed  out  that  this 
diet  was  definitely  deficient  in  proteins*  fats,  vitunihs,  etc.,  arid  tlmt 
within  two  months  deficiency  diseases  would  follow,  and  in  ,«pril  1942*  u 
ler^e  ;.ui,.ber  of  nor.  caix  in  suffering  frou  beri  bori,  This  was  followed 
in  subsequent  laonths  by  u  (_ye ut  urniy  other  deficiency  diseases, such  us 
onbylo*!. ,  scrotal  dermatitis,  s-loeoitis,  stomatitis,  pedialgia  (happy 
feet)  and  various  forns  of  paralysis,  .ji  appeal  was  nade  to  the  Jupmiese 
for  rice  polishings  to  counter  ct  none  of  theso  deficiency  discuses. 

./ter  souo  considerable  delay,  approximately  two  nonths,  they  cavo 
us  sons  rice  polishings  and  told  us  we  could  buy  sorx  uore  from  then,  m 
ijy  o  r.  private  opinion  the  Japanese  showed  no  interest  in  our  food  at  all. 
That  was  the  general  uttitudo  of  tho  Japanese. 

8.  iy  own  personal  problcn  was  in  connection  with  qy  3kin  ward 

(I  was  ...I.F.  DOTijutolo^ist)  and  with  the  lack  of  dressings  and  medical 
supplies,  an  ^ppeul  for  dressings  was  answered  by  receipt  of  a  truck  load 
of  old  clothes,  towels,  various  discarded  bits  of  linen  and  other 
fabric  which  wo  hud  to  sterilize  ourselves,  with  no  increase  in  water  or 
fuel  rution  to  help  us. 

9.  ..bout  tho  end  of  1942  upproxiixtcly  150  men  wore  brought  in  frou 
ruala  Lumpur  &aol,  fliosc  non  had  boon  cut  off  during  tho  war,  incarcerated 
and,  in  addition  to  tho  ordinary  deficiency  disoascs,  they  were  coverod 
with  scabies,  up  till  th:  t  tine  v.e  had  r.o  scabies.  ;/ ter  this  wo  were 
not  able  to  eliminate  scabies  fron  the  prison  area  in  Chon^i,  mainly 
beocuse  the  Japanese  \7ould  not  Live  us  any  extru  meaicul  supplios  or 
dressings.  Requests  for  such  matters  us  hot  baths  failed  tc  roust  the 
interest  of  the  Japanese.  Rowovor,  by  careful  management  on  our  part,  we 
could  uivo  a  certain  number,  roughly  40,  hot  baths  per  day.  jpre  vital 
dru^s  of  the  Benzol  croup  were  refused,  scabies  rapidly  became  infected 
and  opened  up  the  way  for  Diphtheria  involving  the  skin,  m  the  early  days 
we  had  brought  in  sorx.  anti-diphtheria  serum,  but  the  Japanese  save  no 
replacoijent  to  my  knowledge  until  1945»  und  then  only  very  limited  amounts, 
so  that  only  selected  serious  casos  could  set  the  serum.  Certain  skin 
diseusos,  such  as  tinea,  readied  tremendous  proportion  and  after  our  own 
limited  supply  which  we  had  brought  into  the  camp  hod  run  out,  the  Japanese 
only  t.ave  us  the  barest  minimum  whiol  was  totally  insufficient  to  cope  with 
the  outbreak  of  skin  diseases, 

10.  Ipluria,  Boforo  the  war  LiiioUporo  cnC.  iov:er  Johore  were  malvjria 
free.  Japanese  made  no  attempt  to  control  tho  spread  of  malaria  with  the 
result  that  over  80  percent  of  tho  prisoners  v/ore  infected  with  malaria. 

0wir.o  to  the  limited  supply,  our  treatment  of  maluria  was  totally  inadequate. 
Lure. &  numbers  of  patients  who  have  returned  to  ..uotr-lin  can  tell  of  30,  40* 
or  50  recurrences. 

11.  ’ith  regrd  to  deficiency  dioeases,  aunoul.s  w<*re 
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response  wo3  n6tlicihle,  but  we  hud  bc6n  able,  by  whnt  amounts  to 
bluffing*  to  cot  the  Japanese  to  pass  over  to  us  lore©  quantities  of  Mir- 
uite  which  we  knew  was  stored  in  the  British  ijodical  Depot  in  Sinuuporo. 
Cor.e  times  the  quantity  given  was  udequate ,  but  more  often  it  wus  totally 
inadequate,  v.'e  wore  reduced  to  rutior.iiqj  Ipreite  amon^t  the  very  sick. 

It  wan  i-tpossible  to  use  it  ts  a  prophylactic. 

12.  For  the  first  five  months  about  two  ounces  of  neat  per  n.n  wus 
brought  into  the  camp  twice  a  \;ceh.  This  ran  out  ubout  August .  ..  Red 
gross  oliip  cane  in  in  septonbor  1942  and  the  ji-panose  delivered  to  us 
fairly  1  xgo  supplies  which  carried  uc  or.  for  three  nouths.  70  received 
food  tjid  sols  medicines.  The  iocxi  consisted  of  such  tl:iivj8  as  bully  beef, 
oVwltina  .  nd  vr:  Hct  personul  observation  here  is  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Japanese  to  fatten  the  men  up  prior  to  removing  large 
parties  to  other  p^xto.  These  bic  parties  bo^mi  to  le«^ve  CHjJ’OI  in  late 
January  1943  up  to  i?y  1943.  It  was  subsequently  found  that  the  parties 
referred  to  hud  been  sent  uuir.ly  to  Burma,  Thailand,  Borneo,  und  Jupan. 
After  these  parties  hod  gone  conditions  teijporarily  ixyrovud  owing  to  the 
exodus  of  such  a  large  number  of  men,  Tho  jepunoso  said  they  wore  going  tt 
substitute  fish  for  neat.  The  majority  of  the  load  of  fish  that  was 
brought  into  cui;g>  conoistod  of  little  things  about  2*  to  3*  lone  which 
appeared  to  be  several  daysold  and  in  tho  ua jority  of  cases,  were  totally 
incdiblo.  \e  usod  then  for  fertilizer  for  our  cardans. 

13.  in  do comber  1943,  a  largo  portion  of  F  Force  roturnod  from  the 
Burma -Thai land  Railway,  Theso  men  were  in  a  shocking  condition  suffering 
fron  cross  attacks  of  bori  beri  in  its  verious  typos,  malaria,  tropical 
ulcers  and  gross  debility.  The  loss  of  weight  was  simply  uppalin*  The 
average  loss  of  weight  would  uppoar  to  bo  in  tho  neighbourhood  oi  70  to 
00  lbs.  per  individual. 

14*  Approximately  ec  percent  of  those  men  hud  to  be  adiuitted 

immediately  to  hospital,  und  we  were  confronted  with  throe  serious 
problems  -  (1)  flu*  lack  of  beds  of  any  sort  for  the  men}  (2)  the 
replacement  of  clothing,  and  (3)  the  enormous  drain  or.  our  minimum 
nodical  .nd  food  supply,  to  my  knowlodco  the  Japanese  made  no  attempt 
to  roplece  any  hospital  equipment  ouch  as  bods,  budding  and  other  import¬ 
ant  equipment  until  after  the  l6th  ..uwust  1945*  !-?any  of  tho  men  who 
returned  from  Thuilor.d  F  Force  had  to  lie  on  boro  beards  or  on  the  con¬ 
crete  floors.  ‘To  appe. .led  for  clcthirq^  but  the  appeal  fell  on  deaf  ears. 

15.  Early  in  1944  more  parties  were  returned  from  other  parts  in  the 
sane  state. 

16.  in  ..pril  or  jny  1944,  after  many  appeals  to  tho  Japanese,  they 
decided  to  set  up  another  hospital  at  Kranci*  The  remainder  of  our  bed3 
and  beddirq.  was  sent  out  to  Erangi  where  it  was  the'  intention  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  6 CO  bed  hospital  essentially  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  cases 
such  as  T.B.,  c^stric  ulcers,  etc.  This  hospital  c.me  under  combined 
British  and  Australian  control  while  we  wore  left  in  Chons  i  with  wrr>'’ 
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ordered  the  whole  of  the  aroa  to  be  vacutod  and  a  hospital  act  up  ir.  the 
outokirts  of  changi  Hero  the  men  wore  houaed  in  100  metre  huts  end 

approximately  220  men  hud  to  be  uccom.jodatod  in  theae  huta.  Tho  huta  woro 
built  of  bamboos,  cocoanut  pair.  and  other  Jungle  mutoriul.  funy  of  then 
wore  not  oven  watorproof.  Tho  ..von  lay  on  pi  at  forma,  the  apace  for  each 
bed  was  6  ft.  by  3  ft.  for  all  purpoaoa.  Further  uppoal  for  soix>  aort  of 
bedding,  blankets  etc.,  wus  rofuaed. 

17.  I^dical  supplies  und  drosoings  woro  almost  exhausted.  Tto 

Japanese  refused  to  replenish  theu.  Many  of  ua  ondeavoured  to  divine 
neons  of  overcoming  those  difficulties  regarding  drugs,  e.g.  iron  us  a 
tonic  for  i_r.aeiJ.cs  woo  node  ir.  our  car\  by  our  Diginoerc.  The  lack  of 
supply  of  vitamin  woo  to  a  certain  extent  overcome  by  extracting  the  juice 
from  gras a  and  certain  local  flora.  The  japanoso  did  not  mako  any  attempt 
to  interfere  with  our  own  efforts. 

Id.  Aftor  rouoving  to  Chungi  gaol  aroa  in  Juno  1944  tho  food  position 
becamo  Qcuto.  Tho  Japanese  greatly  roduccd  the  ration  so  that  early  in 
1943  the  non  were  showing  very  definite  sit  ns  of  emaciation  which  (jraduall; 
tot  worse  and  worse  until  the  surrondor. 

19.  coinciding  with  this  c?obo  emaciation  thero  wus  a  tremendous 
increase  in  tho  sickness  rate.  The  non  wore  in  ouch  a  debilitated  atato 
they  easily  contracted  any  other  diaeaaos,  such  as  boils,  nary  of  which 
become  infected  with  diphthcriaj  lung  condition  such  as  T.B.  and 
pneumonia)  while  as  a  result  of  the  shocking  diet  tho  non  developed 
various  forms  of  dyoontory  and  many  fon~s  of  diarrhoea  which  resulted 
in  many  deaths. 

20.  The  difficulties  all  the  time  wore  boing  increased  by  tho 
arrival  of  large  parties  of  Dutch,  British,  and  Australian,  prisoners  of 
war  from  java,  Sumatra,  and  otkor  parts  of  tho  N.E.I.  All  of  these  wore 
in  an  appalling  condition  and  no  help  was  given  by  our  hoots  regarding 
food,  medical  supplies,  or  the  elementary  requirements  of  an  ordinary 
cany, 

21.  it  e  lack  of  clothin^  was  huving  a  very  disastrous  effect  on  the 
men  and  in  about  February  1945  c  dioeaao  which  we  regard  as  pellagra 
established  a  firm  hold  on  the  prisonoro  of  war.  I  am  definitely  of  tho 
opinion  that  had  the  japaneoo  supplied  us  with  reasonable  clothing  and 
reasonable  food  this  outbreak  would  have  been  averted, 

22.  night  through  the  whole  period  that  we  wore  interned  it  was 
ixyossiblo  to  eradicate  scabies,  tinou  in  its  nxuvy  forms,  dysentory, 
malaria  and  the  genoral  deficiency  diseases  such  as  beri  bori,  palogra 
otc.  jy  o\m  privato  opinion  was  that  tho  jupunoso  desired  to  exterminate 
us  by  these  means.  Their  attitudo  was  one  of  total  indifference  and  the 
results  were  only  to  be  expected. 

23.  On  approximately  the  l6th  of  August  1945  the  japuneso  brought 
into  onr  corn  pn«n^i'~  1  *  r  • 
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.  blanket,  one  pair  of  shorts,  shirt,  boots,  socks,  '[tie  food  supply  was 
j  extreacly  extravagant ,  the  rico  Issue  Juripod  fron  12  to  30  ounces  per  day, 

I  tons  of  butter,  choose,  uilk  ond  meat  ’./ore  brought  in  such  bu^e  quantities 
(  wo  could  not  possibly  bundle  the:.*  1  our  the  niirk  "ITORCO"  on  some  of  the 
j  butter.  This  food  was  in  quite  ^ood  condition  and  although  the  dctu  on 
I  one  parcel  of  j’ew  Zoulund  butter  was  1933*  it  was  still  cood.  m  addition 
1  enormous  quantities  of  .xdical  supplies  were  broucht  in,  including  vitamins 
Qtobrin,  and  other  dru^s,  which  v:o  hud  beer,  desperately  wanting  over  the 
lust  throe  years.  •  0  believe  this  rntorial  hud  been  available  all  tho  time 

2/f.  ..s  regards  tho  ned  cross,  uy  observations  wore  tliat  a  Red  Cross 

ship  cane  in  in  sopter  bor  19i»2  and  for  tlirce  tenths  £ood  supplies  were 
handed  to  us.  m  f.tirch  1944  a  erxll  shipment  of  Rod  cress  food  was  brought 
in  which  lasted  about  three  weeks.  The  next  wa3  in  iprch  1945 •  One  Red 
Cross  parcel,  approximately  7  lbs,,  was  distributed  between  2G  uon  on 
"odnesduys  and  Sundays.  That  lastod  ten  woeks.  This  food  really  only 
■  acted  as  flavour,  on  many  occasions  we  saw  Japanese  smoking  camel  and 
'  player  cigarettes.  Tho  packets  were  quito  fresh.  They  wore  si.-J.lor  to 
•  the  ones  the  Red  Cross  issued  to  us  after  tho  Japanese  surrender.  On 
j  several  occasions  1  saw  Argentine  Bally  Buof  tins  diccordou  by  the 
j  Japanese,  Argentine  Bully  poof  was  supplied  to  us  ufter  the  jupanose 
I  surrender. 

I 

I  25.  The  only  uarkin^  on  tho  hospital  was  a  Geneva  flat  in  the  middlo 

'  of  the  cuLp.  Lights  out  was  at  10  p«r.j,  und  we  wore  not  allowed  to  uso 
lights  in  the  wards  of  tor  this  time,  japancso  Ouords  usod  to  cola  to  the 
hospital  for  treatment. 

26.  The  jupane30  D.D.J'.S.  of  changi  was  Capt.  Suzuki.  1  personally 
interviewed  hin  on  more  than  01.0  occasion.  ~  :_nde  many  requests  of  him) 
none  wore  acceded  to.  1  cannot  recollect  hiu  granting  any  request. 

2?.  m  approximtely  September  1944  the  Japanese  issued  tliree  scales 

of  dictj  lioavy  duty,  liuht  duty,  and  no  duty.  This  meant  that  tho  sick 
men  ^ot  only  half  the  ration  of  a  men  on  heavy  duty.  The  heavy  duty 
ration  was  in  our  opinion,  totally  inadequate  oven  for  a  nan  in  u  sedentary 
occupation.  This  continued  until  the  day  of  surrender. 

2P.  The  Japanese  also  refused  to  pay  anybody  who  was  not  on  duty,  in 

other  words  -  no  pay,  no  food  for  the  oick  men. 

S'.'OHN  BEFORE  IX  ..T  BRISB/^E  Oh  THE  ) 

13711  DAY  OF  SZmE EUR,  1946.  )  (Signed  B.L.TT,  CLARKE* 

(signed)  a.h.  de.j:l’-,  j.r, 

JUSTICE  OF  THE  PE. .Cl. 
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